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Make the most of This Bible Study 
We live in a world of shifting values and conflicting viewpoints. Is it possible in the midst of 
this to know what is right and what is true?  Yes it is!  For God is true, and He has chosen to 
give us in the Bible a definitive expression of his own mind and will, His knowledge of reality, 
and His thoughts and plans for the world. 

 
You will know the truth, 

And the truth will set you free. 
(JOHN 8:32) 

 
It is the aim of this Bible study series to introduce you to the joy and privilege of digging out 
the truth for yourself. 

 
Personal Bible Study is demanding.  You will need to give it much time and serious 
endeavour.  In this series, each chapter takes two or three hours to prepare.  The rewards of 
personal Bible study, however, are great.  You will surely discover this for yourself as you 
complete the books in this series. 

 
Remember that Bible study is not merely an academic exercise.  You will need to think, but 
don�t forget that the Bible is God�s Word.  Pray before you start each study.  Ask God to help 
you understand the truths and make you sensitive to what He wants to say to you through a 
particular study.  Pray as you study, �Lord, what does this mean?  How does this relate to 
me?�  Praise Him when you discover something that excites you.  The fruit of Bible study 
should not be just increased head knowledge; it should be a deeper relationship with God and 
a lifestyle that is more honouring to Him. 

 
If you can find others who are willing to put in the time to do personal preparation, you will find 
great value in meeting together to discuss each chapter.  But don�t let the absence of such a 
group deter you.  Get into God�s Word for yourself.  You won�t be disappointed. 

 
When your words came, I ate them; 

They were my joy and my heart�s delight. 
(JEREMIAH 15:16) 

 
Additional References, Further Study Sections 
These are optional sections, which you will find useful in examining in greater depth issues of 
particular interest. 

 
Similar References 
You will sometimes find that two or three similar references are given in answer to one 
question.  This is done to emphasize that a teaching is thoroughly biblical, and not just 
contained in an isolated verse. 

 
Who�s Who 
Whenever the name of a person mentioned in the series is followed by an asterisk (*), you will 
find a brief biographical note in the Who�s Who at the end of the book. 

 
Break-point 
For those who wish to prepare of discuss these chapters in two sessions, a suitable break-
point is marked about half-way through each chapter, like this: 
 
 

 
 
 

B  R  E  A  K  -  P  O  I  N  T 
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Doing Your Part 
 
In this book, we will consider some of God�s purposes for this world, and the implications for 
Christian service.  While God wants worshippers first, and workers second, there can be no 
doubt that there is work to be done.  As we draw closer to God, we inevitably identify with His 
concerns.  This, in turn, motivates us to want to do our part in seeing God�s purposes fulfilled. 
 
We can be involved in a great work!  There is no room for complacency; there is no excuse 
for boredom.  It is also a challenging work.  Service involves suffering; the Kingdom of God 
advances only at cost.  Because the forces of evil are real and powerful, serving God requires 
commitment and maturity. 
 
Sadly, the Church of Jesus Christ includes many inactive or ineffective members.  As you 
begin this book, perhaps you could pray this prayer of Bishop Stratford, the seventeenth-
century Bishop of Chester:  �Lord, let me not live to be useless.� 
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Chapter One 
 
 
 

Belonging to the Church of Christ 
 
The New Testament describes the Church in glowing terms: �Christ loved the church and 
gave himself up for her� (Ephesians 5:25).  According to Revelation 19:7-8, the Church is, in 
fact, Christ�s bride-to-be. 
 
More than that, the Church is central to God�s plans for the world.  Not only is it a sign of what 
God is going to do in the future; it is also an agent of what He is doing in the present, and 
gives Christians the opportunity to be involved in God�s plans. 
 
Just what is the Church?  Our frequent use of the  word to describe a building bears little 
similarity to the New Testament meaning of the word.  But what about our use of the word to 
identify the Roman Catholic Church or a denomination such as Baptist or Presbyterian? 
 
 

Pause for Prayer 
 
Our understanding of the New Testament can be coloured by presuppositions based on the 
form of church life with which we are familiar.  We need to ask God to help us examine the 
biblical evidence afresh.  We need His help to find dynamic principles of life for growth and 
order.  These principles will arm us with new attitudes and new vision for the realities of 
modern church life. 
 
 
 

The Nature of the Church 
 

To the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be holy, 
together with all those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ � their Lord 

and ours. 
(1 CORINTHIANS 1:2) 

 
We will give special attention in this section to the Apostle Paul�s letter to the Ephesians.  This 
letter contains much teaching on the nature of the Church, and is well worth reading. 
 
 
1. The Greek word translated �Church� is ekklesia.  It is derived from ek � �out of,� and 
klesis � �calling.�  The Church consists of people who ha ve been called out.  According to the 
following references in Ephesians, how are people called out (to become part of the Church)? 
 
 1:3-8 
 
 
 
 
 
 1:11-14 
 
 
 
 
 
 2:1-10 
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2. The word ekklesia is also used in the Greek version of the Old Testament to describe 

the people of God called together.  Read Ephesians 2:11-3:6. 
 
 a. According to this passage, and 1 Peter 2:9-10, how did God bring the Church 

together as his people? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 b. What can you learn from the description of God�s people as a temple?  Also look at 

1 Peter 2:4-5. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�The church is never a place, but always a people; never a fold but always a flock; never a 
sacred building but always a believing assembly.  The church is you who pray, not where you 

pray.  A structure of brick or marble can no more be a church than your clothes of serge or 
satin can be you.  There is in this world nothing sacred but man, no sanctuary of man but the 

soul.�1 � JOHN HAVLIK 
 

 
3. Look at the following references in Ephesians.  What do they reveal about the place 

of the Church in God�s plans? 
 
 1:9-10 
 
 
 
 

3:10-11 
 
 
 
 
 
3:20-21 

 
 
 
 
 
4. The focus of Ephesians is on the one Church, which consists of the worldwide, 

everlasting company of God�s people.  However, at any particular moment, this 
Church becomes visible to the world as local gatherings of Christians.  In fact, this is 
the meaning of ekklesia in the vast majority of New Testament references, and 
matches the most common usage of the word in the Greek-speaking world, which 
was to denote a public gathering of citizens.  (For an example, see Acts 19:39 [NIV] 
where ekklesia is translated as �assembly�.) 
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How did this development of local churches take place? 
Look up the following passages in Acts. 
 
11:19-26 
 
 
 
 
 
13:1-3 
 
 
 
 
 
14:21-23 
 
 
 
 
 
15:36-41 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Book of Acts makes exciting reading as it charts the spread of the gospel and the 
establishing of numerous churches.  Generally speaking, these local gatherings of Christians 
met in houses.  (For examples, see Romans 16:2-5 and Colossians 4:15.)  In a city the size of 
Ephesus there may well have been several house churches. 
 
5. Read Ephesians 4:1-6. 
 
 a. What is the basis for the unity of the worldwide Church? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 b. How should this reflect itself in relationships between local churches? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

ASK YOURSELF: 
a. If the Church is people, what is implications does this have for my attitude toward 
church buildings and denominations? 
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Jesus and the Church 
 

I will build my church. 
(MATTHEW 16:18) 

 
It is sometimes said that Jesus did not foresee the development of the Church.  But two 
passages in Matthew clearly demonstrate that this is not the case.  IN both of them, Jesus 
speaks of the Church in precisely the same terms we have just used � the worldwide, 
everlasting company of God�s people and the local gathering of believers. 
 
6. The first passage is Matthew 16:13-20. 
 

a. Why is it significant that Jesus speaks about he Church at this time in his earthly 
ministry? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
b. How does this passage encourage you concerning the worldwide Church? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(For a full discussion of the possible meanings of verse 19, consult a good Bible commentary.  
Peter�s role in the early Christian mission was a very significant one.  However, passages like 
Acts 15 and Galatians 1 and 2 indicate that he was not in authority over the other apostles.) 
 
7. The second passage is Matthew 18:15-20. 
 
 a. What can you learn about the local church? 
 
 
 
 
 b. How are you encouraged about the local church? 
 
 
 
 
 

�Where three are gathered together, there is a church, even though they be laymen.�             
� TERTULLIAN* 

ASK YOURSELF: 
b. What attitudes do I need to change if I am to do my part in expressing and preserving 
the unity of the Church? 
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An Example of Church Life 
 

All the believers were together 
(ACTS 22:44) 

 
We have little indication of what took place when churches met.  At Corinth there were 
problems in the churches.  The letter Paul wrote to deal with the problems gives some insight 
into the practices there.  (See 1 Corinthians 11:17-34 and 14:26-33.)  In all probability, 
different churches operated in different ways. 
 
8. Acts 2:42-47 describes the first church in Jerusalem.  Read these verses two or three 

time. 
 
 a. What activities were central in their gatherings? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 b. What activities did the people have? 
 
 
 
 
 
Note: Chapter 6 in Learning to Live Book 2 is a more detailed study of the nature of true 
biblical fellowship. 

 
�Church history reveals a recurrent tendency to absolutise and institutionalise the large-group, 

wedding it to specific building and form, while at the same time neglecting or even 
condemning the small group.  Virtually every major movement of spiritual renewal in the 

Christian Church has been accomplished by a return to the small group and the proliferation 
of such groups of some kind in private homes for Bible study, prayer and the discussion of the 

faith.�2 � HOWARD SNYDER  
 
 

ASK YOURSELF: 
How should Jesus� teaching about the Church affect my attitude toward it? 
 
 
 
 
 

B  R  E  A  K  -  P  O  I  N  T 
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9. Focus on Acts 2:47.  What impact did the Church make on people? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

FOR FURTHER STUDY 
 
One feature of church life that emerges in Acts 5 is discipline of members who sin (verses 
1-11).  What can you learn from the following passages about the need for a church to 
take responsible action when a member persists in sin? 
 
Matthew 18:15-17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1Corinthians 5:1-13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2 Thessalonians 3:6-16 

ASK YOURSELF: 
How does my involvement with other believers compare with that described in Acts? 
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A Pattern for Church Growth 
 

From him [Christ] the whole body, 
 joined and held together by every supporting ligament, 

 grows and builds itself up in love, 
 as each part does its work. 

(EPHESIANS 4:16) 
 
For this final section, read Ephesians 4:7-16. 
 
10. Concentrate on verses 7 and 8. 
 
 a. What has been given to every Christian?  Also read 1 Peter 4:10. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 b. What is the result of this, according to Romans 12:4-6? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are several lists of gifts in the New Testament (Romans 12:6-8, 1 Corinthians 12:8-10, 
1 Corinthians 12:28-30, Ephesians 4:11, and 1 Peter 4:10-11).  The lack of consistency in 
these lists suggests that they are illustrative rather than exhaustive. 
 
The point in this: while every Christian is involved in the Church�s mission I a general way 
through personal witness to Christ in the world, every Christian also has a specific gift that 
enables him to fulfil a specific role within that mission.  Some gifts are more �inward� in 
teaching and caring for Christians.  Other gifts are �outward� to the world, in service or 
evangelism. 
 
11. Read Ephesians 4:11-12. 
 
 a. What did God give to the Church? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 b. What is the specific purpose of God�s gift? 
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�The task of the ordained ministry is not simply to minister to the congregation but to create 
and direct a ministering congregation through the detection, development and deployment of 
God-given resources�. The mission which Christ has committed to his Church represents 

the greatest enterprise with which we can be identified.  Its implementation requires the total 
mobilisation of all our God-given resources in unending waves of committed creativity.�3              

� EDDIE GIBBS  
 
 
12. How is God�s intention for the Church described in Ephesians 4:13-16? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13. Read Acts 14:23. 
 

a. What provision was made for the leadership of the local churches?  (Do not equate 
local leaders with the leaders of the Church at large, referred to in Ephesians 4:11.) 

 
 
 
 
 

b. What significance do you see in the fact that there were several leaders in each 
church? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
c. According to Hebrews 13:17, what should our attitude be toward those in 
leadership in the church? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR FURTHER STUDY 
 
The qualifications for church leaders are listed in 1 Timothy 3:1-3 and Titus 1:6-9.  What 
can you learn from these passages? 
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The following diagram, taken from �The Church as God�s Agent in Evangelism,� by Howard 
Snyder, provides a useful illustration of the pattern for church growth.4 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Stop, Think and Pray  
 
How has your understanding of the nature of the Church deepened?  Has God shown you 
how you can play a more effective part in the Church?  Record below what you think God is 
speaking to you about and prayerfully consider what tour response should be. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ASK YOURSELF: 
How does my involvement with other believers compare with that described in Acts? 
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REMEMBER 
 
One way to remember the truths you have studied is to choose key bible verses and 
memorise them.  You can select you own verses from the passages you study or memorise 
the one suggested at the end of each chapter.  (See page 97 for help in memorising 
Scripture.) 
 
 
Suggested memory verses about belonging to the Church of Christ. 
 
 

As you come to him, the living Stone � rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to 
him � you also, like living stones, are being built  into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, 

offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
(1 Peter 2:4-5) 
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Chapter Two 
 
 
 
 

Being Witnesses for Christ 
 
Having completed the work of saving humanity, Jesus returned to his Father in Heaven.  But 
how would the message of what He had done be made known?  Incredible thought it seems, 
Jesus committed that task to his disciples.  They were to be witnesses to who He was and 
what He had done.  Such was the success of their witness that within a few years, their 
opponents charged that they had �turned the world upside down� (Acts 17:6, RSV). 
 
The task goes on.  Christ has His witnesses today.  Who are they?  What does it take to be 
an effective witness?  In this chapter we will examine Jesus� teaching and take a look at the 
example of the Apostle Paul. 
 
 

Pause for Prayer  
 
Take a moment to think about those people who are one way or another were witnesses for 
Christ in your life.  Thank God for them and for your salvation in Christ.  Then pray that this 
study will help others find salvation through your witness. 
 
 

Workers and Witnesses 
 

You will be my witnesses. 
(ACTS 1:8) 

 
1.  Read Jesus� statement in Matthew 9:35-38. 
 
 a. How did He view the people around Him? 
 
 
 
 
 
 b. What did He identify as the key to reaching them? 
 
 
 
 
 
 c. Read Matthew 10:1-8 to see how He reacted to the needs of the people. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Jesus also spoke about the harvest of people in John 4:35-38. 
 
 a. What does this passage bring out about the phases of evangelism? 
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 b. Which phase of evangelism is described as �the hard work�? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 c. What could prevent a harvest? 
 
 
 
 
 
3. After Jesus rose from the dead, He gave His disciples a plan for the future, commonly 

referred to as the Great Commission.  Each gospel refers to it.  Read the versions 
given in Luke 24:45-49 and Acts 1:6-8. 

 
 a. What did Jesus expect of His disciples? 
 
 
 
 
 b. What did He promise them? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WITNESS:  primarily a legal term.  It was used in Greek for a person attesting to facts and 
events or asserting the truth.  The personal involvement and assurance of the witness was an 
important element.  The disciples were witnesses to the fact that Jesus rose from the dead. 
In more general terms, witnessing (martureo) means making known the good news of Jesus 
Christ.  Other common New Testament words with essentially the same meaning are 
preaching (kerusso) and evangelism (euangelizo).  
 
 
4. In Matthew 28:18-20 we read that the apostles were told to pass on the Great 

Commission to other believers.  How did other believers respond to the task of 
witnessing to Christ? 

 
 a. Acts 8:1,4 
 
 
 
 
 
 b. Acts 11:19-21 
 
 
 
 
 
It is clear in the New Testament that while some are gifted to be evangelists, all believers are 
to engage in evangelism.  The same applies to functions such as serving, giving and 
encouraging, which are all spoken of as gifts in Romans 12:6-8. 
The person with a specific gift sets an example in that area for others to follow. 
 
�I cannot believe in the salvation of anyone who does not work for his neighbour�s salvation.� 

� JOHN CHRYSOSTOM*  
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Motivated Messengers 
 

We try to persuade me. 
(2 CORINTHIANS 5:11) 

 
 
In his second letter to the church at Corinth, the Apostle Paul bares his heart.  He tells of the 
difficulties of ministry and the temptation to lose heart.  But he also reveals his eagerness to 
communicate the message of Christ.  Read 2 Corinthians 5:10-21 several times and then 
answer questions 5-7. 
 
5. What factors motivated Paul and his fellow missionaries to keep going in evangelism? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�Let�s face it: evangelism is not an easy task.  There are many discouragements and 
disappointments.�1 � DAVID WATSON  

 
 
6. What was the essence of Paul�s gospel message? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. What did he see as his role in helping people come to God? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�The ambassador, before acting, receives a commission from the power for whom he acts.  
The ambassador, while acting, acts not only as an agent, but as a representative of his 

sovereign.  Lastly, the ambassador�s duty is not merely to deliver a definite message, to carry 
out a definite policy; but he is obliged to watch for opportunities, to study characters, to cast 
about for expedients, so that he may place it before it before his hears in its most attractive 

form.  He is a diplomatist.� � JOSEPH B. LIGHTFOOT*  
 
 
 
 
 

ASK YOURSELF: 
What have I learned about the task of witnessing?  
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Into the World 
 

I have sent them into the world. 
(JOHN 17:18) 

 
In John 17, shortly before His death, Jesus prays for His disciples.  In His prayer,  we see His 
plan for reaching others.  Read verses 13-23 several times.  (the word world  refers to 
organised society that excludes God.) 
 
8. Focus on verses 15 an d18. 
 
 a. How does Jesus want His disciples to relate to the world? 
 
 
 
 
 

b. Jesus exemplified this principle: in derision, he was called �a friend of sinners� 
(Matthew 11:19).  What can you learn from Mark 2:15-17 about the behaviour that 
earned Him this title? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
c. According to 1 Corinthians 9:19-23, what is involved in relating to those who are 
not Christians?  Include practical illustrations for today. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

d. According to John 17:14, what response can we expect on occasion?  How might 
this be expressed today? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ASK YOURSELF: 
What can I learn about witnessing from Paul�s example?  
 
 
 
 
 

B  R  E  A  K  -  P  O  I  N  T 
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�Some like to live within the sound of church or chapel bell; I�d rather run a rescue shop within 
a yard of hell.� � WILLIAM BOOTH*  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9. Read John 17:16-17. 
 
 a. How did Jesus expect His disciples to be different? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 b. According to Matthew 5:16 and 6:1, what does this involve? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�The sermons most needed today are sermons in shoes.� � C. H. SPURGEON* 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10. Continue reading in John 17, verses 21-23. 
 
 a. How do relationships between Christians affect non-believers? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ASK YOURSELF: 
How much am I involved with non-Christian friends? (How many do I have? How much 
time do I spend with them? How deep are the relationships?) 
 
 
 
 
 

ASK YOURSELF: 
Is my lifestyle different from the world�s lifestyle in the right ways? 
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 b. According to John 13:34-35, what is the key to this? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

c. What other reason can you find in Romans 12:4-6 for working together in 
evangelism? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11. Consider John 17:20. 
 

a. Also read Romans 10:17.  What is essential if non-Christians are to come to 
believe in Christ? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
b. As we preach the message, the Holy Spirit is at work.  How does He work, 
according to John 16:8-11? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
c. Read Acts 13:42-44 and 17:32.  What effect can the gospel message have even on 
those who are not yet ready to believe in Christ? 
 
 
 
 
 
d. What should every Christian be ready to do?  See Colossians 4:5-6 and 1 Peter 
3:15. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ASK YOURSELF: 
In what ways can I give my non-Christian friends the opportunity to get to know my 
Christian friends? 
 
 
 
 
 



21 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12. It is clear from John 17:20 that Jesus expects others to believe in Him. 
 
 a. What promised had He made to his disciples in John 15:1-17? 
 
 
 
 
 

The word fruit here has a double meaning.  In the first place, it refers to a quality of 
life, described in Galatians 5:22-23.  Such a life will influence others for Christ, 
yielding the fruit of new Christians. 

 
 b. If these promises are to be fulfilled, what attitude do we need to have? 
 
 
 
 
 

�Count on God�s good faith.  Do not grieve and dishonour Him through disbelieving Him� 
Prayer is God�s mightiest instrument in the salvation of souls, and it is to be doubted if any 

soul is saved apart from the believing prayer of some saint.�2 � J. OSWALD SANDERS  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ASK YOURSELF: 
Can I clearly explain the Christian message?  Which of my friends would listen to me 
explain it and then suggest improvements? 
 
 
 
 
 

ASK YOURSELF: 
Am I prayerfully expecting God to use my witness and bring others to faith? 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR FURTHER STUDY 
 
Study the example of Jesus in John 4.  What can you learn from the way He witnessed to 
the Samaritan woman? 
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Stop, Think and Pray 
 
Look back over the �Ask Yourself� questions.  What is God teaching you about being a 
witness?  What practical steps should you take in order to be a more effective witness for 
Christ? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REMEMBER 
 
Suggested memory verse about being witnesses for Christ 
 
We are therefore Christ�s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us.  

We implore you on Christ�s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 
(2 CORINTHIANS 5:20) 

 
 
 
 

 
Notes: 1. David Watson, I believe in Evangelism (Hodder and Stoughton, 1976), page 83 

2. J. Oswald Sanders, The Divine Art of Soulwinning (Pickering and Inglis, 1967), page 33. 
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Chapter Three 
 
 
 
 

Strengthening New Believers in Christ 
 
There�s a celebration in Heaven when someone repents of his sin and turns to Christ (Luke 
15:10).  There should be a celebration on earth too!  Someone has been forgiven and 
adopted into God�s family; he has become a part of God�s new creation; he is destined to 
spend eternity with Him. 
 
These are all good reasons for celebrating!  In addition, a new believer now has the potential 
to grow and develop into a mature disciple of Christ, someone whose life brings glory to God 
and influences others to come to know Him. 
 
Unfortunately, for many this potential is never realised.  They remain spiritual babies, 
immature in their faith and ineffected in their service.  A prime reason is that they are often 
neglected after becoming Christians.  They are left to fend for themselves.  This is far from 
God�s intention.  His desire is that each one should be strengthened and brought to maturity.  
What does the Bible teach us about this, and how can it be accomplished? 
 
 

Pause for Prayer 
 
Thank God for the people who have helped you grow as a Christian.  Then ask God to use 
this chapter to teach you about the ministry of strengthening other Christians, and to show 
you what part you can have in it. 
 
 

The Commission to Care 
 

I will give you shepherds after my own heart. 
(JEREMIAH 3:15) 

 
 
1.  What can you learn from Jesus� instructions to Simon Peter in the following 

references? 
 
 Luke 22:31-32 
 
 
 
 
 
 John 21:15-17 
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2. In the previous chapter we looked at the Great Commission as it relates to 
evangelism.  What does Matthew 28:18-20 teach about the care of new believers?  
(The first disciples had, of course, experienced this care from Jesus himself.  In all 
that they did, they must have constantly been reminded of how Jesus had helped 
them grow.  He was their model.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
�This is the great work: not only to bring souls to believe in Christ, but to build them up in our 
most holy faith.  How grievously they are mistaken who imagine that as soon as children are 

born, they need take no more care of them!  We do not find it so.  The chief care then begins.� 
� JOHN WESLEY* 

 
 

The Apostles in Action 
 

I have not hesitated to proclaim to you 
 the whole will of God. 

(ACTS 20:27) 
 
3. What can you learn from the following references about how the apostles obeyed 

Jesus� commission and cared for new Christians? 
 
 Acts 2:40-42 (Many of these converts had expected to stay in Jerusalem only for a 

few days.  Acts 2:44-45 may describe emergency measures taken to enable them to 
stay longer.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Acts 5:40-42 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Acts 11:19-26 
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4. What did the Apostle Paul do about the follow-up of new believers? 
 

Acts 14:21-23 (For a striking illustration of Paul�s commitment to this ministry, look at 
the treatment he had previously received in these three cities � Acts 13:50-51, 14:5-7 
and 14:19-20.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Acts 15:36-41 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acts 18:23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STRENGTHEN:  The word strengthen used in Acts 14:22, 15:41 and 18:23 (NIV) is a 
translation of the Greek word episterizo.  This is a stronger form of the word sterizo, meaning 
to fix, make fast or set.  The thirteen occurrences of sterizo in the New Testament give insight 
into the aim and form of a follow-up ministry.  The aim of follow-up is discipleship.  (The other 
references are Luke 9:51, 16:26. and 22:32, Romans 1:11 and 16:25, 1 Thessalonians 3:2 
and 13, 2 Thessalonians 2:17 3:3, James 5:8, 1 Peter 5:10, 2 Peter 1:12 and Revelation 3:2.) 
 

A Ministry for All 
 

Teach and admonish one another. 
(COLOSSIANS 3:16) 

 
5. In the preceding section, we studied the ministry of the apostles.  However, as we 

saw in our study of the Church (Chapter 1), God expects every Christian to have a 
ministry.  What indication do the following verses give that every one of us should be 
involved in strengthening our fellow Christians? 

 
 1 Thessalonians 5:11 
 
 
 
 
 
 Hebrews 3:12-13 
 
 
 
 
 

Hebrews 10:24-25 
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The truths in these references are of a general nature.  They remind us that no Christian is 
beyond the need for the teaching, the encouragement and sometimes the rebuke of fellow 
Christians. 
 
What is true for all of us, is true in a special way for new Christians.  As well as general 
fellowship with others, they need concentrated individual attention.  They need strengthening 
in their relationship with God. 
 
If this is to happen, someone needs to take the initiative.  New Christians can find the general 
encouragement of fellowship and the examples and teaching of leaders.  But the heart of a 
follow-up ministry is one person working with another as a spiritual parent.  It is the lack of 
individuals willing to take this initiative that leaves so many new Christians weak and 
immature. 
 
6. What qualifications are needed in order to have an effective follow-up ministry? 
 
 Romans 15:14 
 
 
 
 
 
 Galatians 6:1 
 
 
 
 
 

Colossians 3:16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. How can we become effective in ministry, according to Ephesians 4:11-12? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ASK YOURSELF: 
a. What have I learned about the ministry of strengthening new Christians? 
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Building with Purpose 
 

But each one should be careful how he builds. 
(1 CORINTHIANS 3:10) 

 
8. Consider Colossians 1:28-29. 
 
 a. What was Paul�s aim in ministry? 
 
 
 
 
 
 b. What was he doing to further that aim? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 c. What kind of effort did it involve? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9. Read Colossians 2:1-3 and 4:12-13. What further insight do these passages give into 

the ministry of bringing others to maturity? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
�Prayer is an absolute essential because effective follow-up is really the work of God and his 

Spirit, and the true goal of follow-up is the formation of Christ in a person�s life.  You 
are his instrument to help accomplish his purposes in the life of his child.�1 � 

WALDRON SCOTT 

b. What things could prevent me from doing my part in this ministry? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B  R  E  A  K  -  P  O  I  N  T 
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10. Read 1 Corinthians 3:5-15, a passage that describes the ministry of building Christian 
maturity into the lives of others.  Write down what you consider to be two important 
principles for such a ministry/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sharing Our Lives 
 

We were delighted to share with you not only the gospel  
of God but our lives as well. 
(1 THESSALONIANS 2:8) 

 
1 Thessalonians gives a most helpful account of the way Paul and his team went about their 
ministry.  Chapter 1 describes how they brought the gospel to Thessalonica.  The genuine 
responses of many people there opened the way for an effective follow-up ministry.  In 
chapter 2, verses 1-6. Paul briefly answers those who have criticized his motives, before 
going on to describe his ministry.  Read 1 Thessalonians 2:7-3:13. 
 
 
11. Focus on 1 Thessalonians 2:7-13.  What can you learn about the way Paul and his 

team strengthened the Thessalonians in their new life? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12. Focus on 1 Thessalonians 2:17-3:10 and read the explanatory notes below.  What 

can you discover here about Paul�s attitude toward the Thessalonians? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ASK YOURSELF: 
What steps can I take to have a more purposeful ministry? 
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�torn away� (2:17 � a very strong word; literally, �made an orphan by separation.� 
 
�strengthen� (3:2) � a translation of the Greek wor d sterizo; see note on page 25. 
 
�supply what is lacking� (3:10) � also translated a s �prepare� or �equip� in Ephesians 4:12.  
Paul wants to bring his special gifts to bear in equipping the Tessalonians for service. 
 
 
13. What perspective does 1 Thessalonians 3:11-13 give on the ministry of follow-up? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�No system or program will automatically meet and cure the needs of human beings.  
Because we are individuals, we each have specific needs which people alone can 
meet�True growth takes time and tears and love and patience.�2 � LEROY EIMS  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teach: People need to know what the Bible says and means. 
Train: People need loving help to translate truth into action. 
Transmit: People need the example of another who is following Christ. 
Trust: People have their own relationship with God.  Ultimately He is the One who will change 

them. 
 
 

Practical Exercise (optional) 
 
Defining Our Aim 
 
We have seen Paul�s long-term aim for every Christian.  Reading in Colossians 2, we see that 
he also had more immediate goals.  In particular, he wanted new Christians to become 
thoroughly established in their relationship with Christ, learning how to draw on the various 
resources God has provided for growth. 
 
Mature Christians play an important part in encouraging this growth.  To be effective in this 
ministry, we need to have a clear grasp of where we are going.  One way to do this is to list 
some characteristic that should be established in a Christian during the early months of his 
new life.  A sample list is given below. 
 

• Assured of his salvation and sonship, based on the Bible and the inner witness of the 
Spirit. 

ASK YOURSELF: 
What have I learned from the example of Paul and his team? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



30 

• Committed to growth as a Christian, this being particularly evident in his faith, 
obedience and fellowship with God. 

• Seeking to know and understanding the Bible through teaching, reading, study and 
memorisation. 

• Regularly involved with other Christians in corporate worship and fellowship. 
• Identifying with Christ in his environment. 

 
 

Playing Our Part 
 
Having defined a general aim, we need to think about what we should be working on with the 
person we are seeking help.  It is not possible to specify a general plan of action.  Every 
person is unique, so every plan must be unique. 
 
Let us suppose that a person�s greatest need lies in the area of fellowship with God.  In 
particular, we want to help him become established in a daily time of reading the Bible and 
praying.  Below is an example of a follow-up plan for a new Christian. 
 
 
Topic:  Fellowship with God 
 
Objective:  To begin to spend regular and meaningful time with God by reading the Bible and 
praying 
 
Activities 
1. Pray regularly that he will desire to spend time with God. 
2. Show him the example of Jesus spending time with God. 
3. Explain a simple plan for having a �quite time� and do it together, keeping it brief. 
4. Continue having quite times together for a few days, focusing on passages that will 

strengthen the person�s assurance of salvation. 
5. Introduce him to a simple plan for reading the Bible.  Begin with one of the gospels. 
6. Occasionally, have a quite time together and discuss things he is discovering in his 

reading. 
7. Look together at verses that show the value of fellowship with God. 
8. Give him a helpful booklet or tape on the quite time. 
9. When he is ready, help him develop different patterns for his quite time, to have some 

variety. 
 
Scriptures 
Mark 1:35 � the example of Jesus 
Psalm 5:3, Daniel 6:10 � the example of others 
Matthew 26:41 � the importance of prayer in prepari ng for temptation 
Psalm 143:8 � a sample prayer for a quite time 
 
Tools 
Booklets: �Seven Minutes with God� by Robert Foster (NavPress) 
    �Quite Times for Christian Growth� by Kelly James Clarke (Inter-Varsity Press) 
Tapes: �The Quite Time� by Stephen Olford 
Bible Studies: the �Experiencing God Series� by Warren and Ruth Meyers (NavPress) 
Books: �Knowing God� by J.I. Packer (Hodder & Stoughton) 
 
This example of a follow-up plan uses the easily memorised acronym TOAST (Topic, 
Objective, Activities, Scriptures, Tools).  Once you have come up with a plan like this, keep it 
filed somewhere.  It may be a helpful resource when you want to help someone else in the 
future. 
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Producing plans like this is hard work!  Some topics are particularly difficult.  We need to pray 
that God will give us good ideas that are appropriate for the person in mind.  Then we need to 
seek God�s wisdom as to when to do the various things we have planned.  It can be tempting 
to �dump� everything we know on the person in one or two heavy sessions.  However, wise 
follow-up moves step by step, at a pace appropriate for the person. 
 
Now that you have seen this example, look again at the list of aims on page 29-30.  Choose 
another topic and develop a follow-up plan.  Write the plan on a separate piece of paper 
because you will probably want to keep it for future reference. 
 
 

Stop, Think and Pray 
 
What have you learned about the ministry of strengthening new believers?  How can you 
begin to apply what you have learned? What do you need to do to become better prepared to 
help someone?  Do you need to pray earnestly that God will give you someone you can help 
in this way?  Write down your response to God�s Word. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REMEMBER 
 
Suggested memory verses about strengthening new believers in Christ 
 

As apostles of Christ we could have been a burden to you, but we were gentle among you, 
like a mother caring for her little children.  We loved you so much that we were delighted to 

share with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well, because  
you had become so dear to us. 

(1 THESSALONIANS 2:7-8) 
 

 
 
NOTES: 1. Waldron Scott, �Being a Spiritual Parent�, Discipleship journal, vol.1, no. 1, January/February 

1981, page 38. 
 2. LeRoy Eims, �The lost Art of Disciplemaking� (Zon dervan, 1978), pages 50 and 12. 
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Chapter Four 
 
 
 
 

Evangelising the World for Christ 
 
We have focused on the task Jesus Christ committed to his disciples, that of being His 
witnesses.  We have seen that this task involves not only preaching the gospel, but also 
teaching and encouraging the new believers.  It is easy to become preoccupied with our own 
sphere of influence; we forget that our neighbourhood, or our town, or even our country, is not 
all there is.  A world of over four thousand million people is waiting to be reached for Jesus 
Christ.  God wants us to have the privilege of both reaching out to our next-door neighbour 
with the gospel of Christ and contributing to the great task of world evangelisation.  If we are 
to do both, we will need vision. 
 

Pause for Prayer 
 
Be quiet for a moment before you begin.  Ask God to work through this study to make you 
heart more like His own. 
 
 

God�s Concern for the World 
 

God so loved the world. 
(JOHN 3:16) 

 
Read carefully 1 Timothy 2:1-7.  This passage, especially verses 3-7, provides the focus for 
our study in this section.  We will also consider a number of cross-references. 
 
1. Read verses 3 and 4. 
 
 a. What is the extent of God�s love? 
 
 
 

b. John 3:16-18 is printed below.  Underline key words or phrases that reveal the 
extent of God�s love. 

 
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 

shall not perish but have eternal life.  For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world but to save the world through him.  Whoever believes in him is not condemned but 

whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the 
name of God�s one and only Son. 

 
 c. Read Jesus� parables in Luke 15:3-10.  What do they reveal about God�s love? 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Read verse 5 of 1 Timothy 2. 
 
 a. What does Paul (the writer) say about Jesus Christ? 
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b. How does this compare with Jesus� own statements in John 8:12 and 14:6? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To say that there is no way of salvation other than Jesus Christ is not to say that there is no 
truth in other religions.  Clearly there is.  However, at best it is partial truth and in many cases 
it is mixed with serious error.  It is important in witnessing to those of other faiths that we find 
areas of truth with which we can identify. 
 
 
3. Consider 1 Timothy 2:6-7. 
 
  a. What is the scope of Christ�s work? 
 
 
 
 
 
  b. How is this reinforced in John 1:29 and 4:42? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Additional reference: 1 John 2:1-2 
 
  c. How did Paul link together the breadth of Christ�s work and his own ministry? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�The most categorical affirmation of God�s will to save the world is made in the person and 
work of his Son Jesus Christ.  Our difficulties in explaining how it is possible that, in spite of 
the fact that God�s will is that his salvation reach all men (1 Timothy 2:4), not all are actually 

saved, should not lead us to deny the universal scope.�1 � RENÉ PADILLA 
 
 
 

ASK YOURSELF: 
What have I learned about God from these verses in questions 1-3? 
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Our Concern for the World 
 

The field is the world. 
(MATTHEW 13:38) 

 
4. Read the various statements of Jesus� Great Commission recorded in the passage 

below.  For each reference, write down key words that express the scope of the task. 
 
 Matthew 28:18-20 
 
 
 
 
 
 Mark 16:15-16 
 
 
 
 
 
 Luke 24:46-48 
 
 
 
 
 John 17:18, 20:21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. What challenge and promise are found in Matthew 24:14? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. Read Matthew 9:35-38. 
 
 a. In light of the truth we have examined in this chapter how would you define the 

�harvest field�? 
 
 
 
 
 b. What implication does this have for your praying? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�World vision is getting on your heart what is on God�s heart � the world.� 
� DAWSON TROTMAN* 
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Crossing Cultures for Christ 
 

You will be my witness in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth. 

(ACTS 1:8) 
 

7. What can you learn form the prophecies recorded in Revelation 5:9-10 and 7:9-10 
about the evangelisation of the world? 

 
 
 
 
 
 Additional reference: Revelation 21:22-27 
 
We usually think of the world in terms of two hundred or so countries.  In reality, mankind is a 

far more complex mosaic of people with numerous cultural and linguistic differences.  
(See page 61 for suggestions on developing world vision.)  Consider this statement 
by Ralph Winter, an authority on missions: 

 
Most conversions� take place as a result of some Ch ristian witnessing  

to a near neighbour. The awesome problem is� that m ost non-Christians 
 in the world today are not culturally near neighbours of any  

Christians, and that it will take a special kind of 
 �cross-cultural� evangelism to reach them. 2 

 
 
8. Prayerfully consider Acts 1:8. 
 

a. What do you think was the difference between witnessing in Jerusalem and in 
Judea? 
 
 
 
 
 
b. What new challenge do you think confronted someone who was witnessing 
Samaria?  (Read John 4:4-42 to see how Jesus did it.) 
 
 
 

ASK YOURSELF: 
How can I strengthen my commitment to world missions? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B  R  E  A  K  -  P  O  I  N  T 
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c. What additional challenges probably faced those who sought to witness beyond 
Samaria? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
9. Paul and his team were involved in cross-cultural evangelism.  2 Corinthians 1:3-11 

gives insight into that experience. 
 
 a. What can you learn about the cost of this kind of service? 
 
 
 
 
 b. What kind of support did Paul want from the Corinthians? 
 
 
 
 
 

c. According to 1 Corinthians 9:13-14, what other kind of support do such people 
deserve? 
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“The Spirit of Christ is a Spirit of missions, and the nearer we get to him the more intensely 
missionary we must become.” – HENRY MARTYN* 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

ASK YOURSELF: 
a. How can I decide if God wants me to be a cross-cultural missionary?  (You may want to 
ask others for suggestions!) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
b. How can I strengthen my support of those who are involved in such work? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


